[image: image1.jpg]




Edito
SPEED Trust was officially born on the 31st of October 2003 when it was registered at the Administration with the number 589/2003. SPEED Association now belongs to the past and we are restarting on a new basis, helping women who live in the slums of Madras. As you will read in this quarterly letter focused on money-lenders and other loan-sharks, we have already launched many actions! 

Activity report
Micro-loans program
We have relaunched a micro-loans program. Its objective is not to earn money, but to enable our beneficiaries to face emergency problems and mainly refund their debts towards money-lenders, and therefore go out of the vicious circle created by their huge amount of debts.
For example, one of our sponsored mothers had to pay Rs. 11000 for hospital fees, and then Rs. 20000 to buy her house in-extremis to a money-lender, who would have repossessed it if we hadn’t helped her. This beneficiary started to return regularly her loan with Rs. 1000 plus an interest of 1% each month. Let us keep in mind the fact that money-lenders usually ask for interests of about 10 to 15% a month, without any written agreement, with the clear intention never to let the loan-beneficiary refund her debt totally and then repossess her house. 
Indeed we often meet isolated mothers living in awful conditions in the street or in a railway station. They have to face monsoons’rains and other aggressions, alone with their children. Even for these people, loan-sharks are always there ; for the poorest, there are daily-loans: they borrow Rs. 100 in the morning and have to give back Rs. 110 in the evening, which means 10% interest a day, 300% a month! 

We would like to collect enough money to help beneficiaries to buy their house in due time and avoid loan-sharks. 
Meanwhile we hired a lawyer and a first meeting on the 1st of November enabled our beneficiaries to be aware of their rights and duties and mainly to prevent them from borrowing from usurers. They are now able to react to pressure and violence.
Thanks to your support and encouragments after the difficult period we went through in August, we built a fund of Rs. 62000 (€ 1250), lent to 21 beneficiaries. The next step will be launching Self-Help Groups (SHGs).
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The new office, more discreet and warmer, 
which is also used as a tuition center 
in the evening.

We continue Maria Andrade’s publication about the slum of Gandhi Nagar.
Waste evacuation : The 13000 inhabitants have 15 large dustbins spread in the slum to evacuate their waste. However, on the one hand, young children are sent to throw the waste, and the containers are too high, on the other hand, these containers are often far from their house. That’s why people are not used to using them. The employees of Onyx, the firm in charge of collecting the waste every day in the streets of Gandhi Nagar, collect only fruit skin, plastic and organic waste. We must point out that the bank of the river Kuvam is invaded by rubbish, and some families build their house above it, even using it.
Canalization and cementation of the streets : Since 1999, Gandhi Nagar owns some canalizations, which is quite unusual compared to other slums. Moreover, the main street has recently been cemented and they are starting to do the same in the smaller streets.
c) Equipment

General : Usually in the slum, the first equipment a household buys when they get electricity is a fan. 84% of them own one. Their choice is fully justified in summer, especially in May, when temperatures can reach 45°C. This is even more unbearable when roofs are made in ferro-cement, which keeps the heat inside, like in the houses rebuilt by the Town-hall. 
75% of the households own a kerosene-cooker. The other 25% prepare their meals on wood-fire – often outside their house because of the smoke – which sometimes starts a fire in the slum.

It is interesting to notice the importance people in the slum – and in India – give to television. 53% of the families own one, often a colour tv and a cable tv set. Generally speaking, people prefer to invest in a tv rather than in a wardrobe (41% of the families own one) or a radio (31%). Unlike western people, most of the Indians are used to sitting or sleeping on the ground. That’s why there are hardly any beds (only 16% of the houses), chairs or tables. This is also a result of promiscuity : in a 12m² house, you are not able to install 5 people and large furniture.
We can also observe that 4% of the households - about 650 – own neither electricity, nor furniture. Most of them live alongside River Kuvam. This also means that 96% own at least one equipment. 
By blocks : Disparities also exist in the slum. We can hardly compare a family who lives in a hut made of palm or by recovering, without electricity, and another one who lives in a two-room house, in bricks, with toilets. 
Those who live alongside River Kuvam : The houses alongside Kuvam are on the land of the Public Work Department, and constitute block E, the poorest of the 5 blocks of Gandhi Nagar. Although most of the houses are owned by their inhabitants, the majority are made of palm and 20% by recovering. Those houses are not in brick because after the fires, the Town-Hall reached an agreement with the Army to rebuild the houses which are on the military land, but they didn’t manage to reach the same agreement with the Public Work Department, the owner of the bank. Most of the households of this block don’t own any equipment.
Table 2.- Equipment of the households living in block E
	Block E

	100.0%

	Owner
	Tenant

	85.0%
	15.0%

	Brick
	Palm
	Recovery
	Brick
	Palm

	20.0%
	45.0%
	20.0%
	10.0%
	5.0%

	Cement
	Cement
	Soil
	Cement
	soil
	Cement
	Cement

	20.0%
	40.0%
	5.0%
	10.0%
	10.0%
	10.0%
	5.0%

	Electricity
	No electricity
	Electricity

	20.0%
	40.0%
	5.0%
	10.0%
	5.0%
	5.0%
	10.0%
	5.0%

	VFan
	Kerosene
	TTV
	VFan
	Kerosene
	Fan
	Kerosene
	TTV
	Nothing
	Nothing
	Fan
	VFan
	Kerosene

	20.0%
	15.0%
	15.0%
	35.0%
	25.0%
	1.0%
	20.0%
	15.0%
	15.0%
	5.0%
	5.0%
	5.0%
	55.0%
	5.0%


Tuition program
In order to face the increasing number of children, we opened a new class in the East of Gandhi Nagar, Sathyavani Muthu Nagar.  There are already two groups for the 50 children : one from 5.30 to 6.30 pm for 1st to 4th standards, and one from 6.30 to 8 pm for 5th to 10th standards. This class is held by Ranganathan, a volunteer studying computer science and living in Gandhi Nagar, whose studies are paid by SPEED Trust. This new class costs € 25 a month, which means € 0,50 a month per child ! We give opportunities to children from the poorest part of the slum to do their homework, to get better lessons and to be involved in educative activities after school. 

The two other classes of Gandhi Nagar are now led by SPEED Trust and two assistants, Gomathy and Nagalakshmi, who are also students : one from 5.30 to 6.30 pm  for LKG to 4th  standard, and one from 6.30 to 8 pm for 5th to 10th standard.
Having been deprived of our former workshops by the police, we temporarily settled the sewing tuition in the headquarters of SPEED Association, however not large enough. Fortunately, the students who have finished their training lessons can now work at home with the sewing machine we offered them. This month, seven of them received their sewing machine thanks to the profits Baladarshan Fair Trade & Exports gave to SPEED Trust. We are now looking for a new place and trying to collect enough money to start again this activity in better conditions. We hope we will send you good news in the next newsletter !
Sponsorship
The information meetings are now a habit and a monthy meeting will be organised each first Saturday of the month at 4 pm. This will give an opportunity to all our mothers (and some fathers) to speak together, explain their problems, find solutions, get information, and also express ideas and take part in SPEEDTrust life. 

The number of sponsored families is increasing (now 60, about 150 children) but so is the number of people on the waiting list and the emergency cases.

Baladarshan

SPEED Trust activities are financed by the sale of various handicrafts made by youngsters and women, either working in Gandhi Nagar for themselves, or employed by associations. Buying fair trade products contributes to generate work and therefore dignity.
BALADARSHAN FAIR TRADE & EXPORTS, based in India, dispatches products from SPEED Trust and other small associations, all efficient but unknowned.

You can help SPEED Trust and all the youngsters who made efforts to be trained and run the risk to set up alone, by ordering on-line : http://speed-inde.fr.st, our website generously hosted by Webshopindia.
Associations, joint production comittees, tradepeople, please take note that all our catalogue (more than 180 items and a regular up-dating) is available for the wholesalers on our website www.balafairtrade.com, in French and in English.  Let it know !

Although the association manages to cover part of its financial needs on its own, SPEED Trust will not be able to keep on helping the slum inhabitants without you. There are various ways to bring your help to the people of the Gandhinagar, Sathya Nagar, Nochikkuppam and S.M. Nagar slums: 
- By sending a check to our partner association: FEMIC, rue Rascas, 84 000 AVIGNON, femicassoc@yahoo.fr, (please write ‘SPEED’ at the back of the check),

- By ordering products from the Baladarshan Fair Trade & Exports company, which provides support to the professional tuition programs; www.speed-inde.fr.st  (orders in small quantities available)

- By sponsoring a family among the poorest ones, in general a widow or an abandoned mother and her children, through our partner association Parrainages, PiaudVeronique@aol.com
- And for the ones who could visit us, witnessing what you saw is most important for the people you met in Gandhinagar.
Special “Eye camp”

From 24 November to 10 December, we welcomed Doctor Arlette Pinon, a volunteer ophtalmologist sent here by the Secours Populaire Français, who examined during two weeks about 400 patients aged from 3 to 93 ! All the children whom SPEED Trust takes care of, either children from sponsored families, or those who attend our tuition, but also many others, and all our students in professional trainig course went to have their sight checked.
A pair of glasses was offered at the end of the examination to all the people who needed one. When the right lenses were not available, Dr Pinon went back to France with the prescriptions. Those glasses will be made in France and sent back to Chennai. Here are some photos, just because it is pleasant to see !
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SPEED Trust wishes you 

a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year !
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