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Edito

As you can understand by reading this newsletter, this year has started on a quite fast pace. SPEED Trust is now taking off, sticking to its main objective: to provide high-quality assistance to the women and children living in the slums of Chennai. Having started again some of the various programs that were led by the former association, SPEED Trust has had to refund its debts, mainly to the beneficiaries of the previous micro-loan program, who had fully and seriously paid back their loans. Around Rs. 20,000 have been spent in this process, which strongly contributed to our credibility among the slum inhabitants. SPEED Association now belongs to the past. Let us face the future!
May is now approaching, bringing the year’s climax with it. Firstly, the annual excursion for the children of Gandhinagar: this year, five buses will enable 250 children, divided into two groups, to leave for once in the year the slum where they live. Secondly, the end of May is also the end of the summer holidays, which for the children means going back to school. And finding the money for the various charges which go along with it: school fees, uniforms and school supplies.

Those two events make this part of the year particularly difficult for the families of Gandhi Nagar, and we have to call upon your generosity to help us to provide decent holidays and schooling to these children.

Last year, thanks to you, 50 children, who otherwise would have been in the street, were able to go back to school. The youngest ones have even been attending English schools, whose teaching standard is considerably higher than Tamil ones. In fact, for the children who have not been attending English schools, it is often too late: it is almost impossible for them to fill the huge gap that exists between those two types of education. 

Please help us to fulfill our mission, which is to enable at least one children per family to benefit from a decent education and, thus, to look confidently towards their future. Please send your   donations to our partner association :
FEMIC, 4 rue Rascas, 84000 AVIGNON, who will forward everything.

Activity Report
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Vocational Training
As stated in the previous newsletter, our tailoring training course has moved to a new place, which is more convenient, provides more space, and is rented to a private owner, so that it cannot be requisitioned. This place is to be found… under the bridge that leads to Chennai Central station. Moreover, we have renewed our stock of old sewing machines: the beneficiaries of the program have been working on brand new machines since February.
23 young girls from Gandhi Nagar and Sathyavani Muthu Nagar have subscribed to attend the lessons for one year.
Thanks to this new place, we will also be able to host the embroidery training lessons, which currently take place in Jean-François Lesage’s embroidery workshop evenings from 5 to 7 PM. That will make it possible for the children who no longer go to school to have access to those courses. This is the case for Munniyappan, a sixteen-year-old boy who was badly injured in an accident two years ago, and has given up shcool since then.

 We also would like to restart the serigraphy classes next June. 
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We have also transformed the room at the back of our new place to make it suitable for the evening class of the children from Sathyavani Muthu Nagar. The office where they used to go will from now serve as a computer science class. We have therefore placed the computer that was dedicated to the management of the micro loan program at the disposal of the older children (6th to 10th standard). They are taught by a young resident of Gandhi Nagar who studies computer science. Every evening, each of the three classes welcomes two groups of forty children. Let us add that two of our newest activities are related to our recent accommodation: wall painting and gardening! We are now planning to open our fourth class in a new area of the slum, in a room that would be lent by a local senior of the Dalit community. A discussion with him has allowed us to hope this is going to work.
Micro-Loans and Self-Help Groups (SHGs)
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We often have to face the numerous calls for help from very poor families who cannot bear their situation anymore, due to surgery, school fees, a funeral, etc. Because the funds we dedicate to such help are limited – we try not to encourage the slum inhabitants to a passive, assisted behaviour – we have had to find other financial sources, as well as to responsibilize our beneficiaries to the largest possible extent. After a few meetings with the women of Gandhi Nagar (more than 50 attended each meeting), it has appeared that the idea of self-help groups was being found relevant. The seven groups of five persons each have begun to settle during the last meeting on March 3rd. On the 10th of March the people responsible for their groups have received a training lesson in basic management and accountancy. 
· Each group of five people, who get on well with each other, is represented by a « leader ».
· The leader, who can be chosen either by the members of his group, either by the coordinator if one of the members has obvious skills for the role, has :
· To collect the savings every month and report everything on an accountancy notebook.
· To bring the monthly savings to the NGO every first Wednesday of the month.
· To plan the group’s meetings, especially for the attribution of the loan. 

· To collect the refundings and the fees of the loans.
· To report the encountered problems to the coordinator, as well as to find their solutions with him.
· To report the current state of the available savings, kept by SPEED Trust, to his group.
· In a group, each member saves Rs. 100 a month, which makes Rs. 500 monthly per group.
· When the group’s savings reach Rs. 6000 (after one year), SPEED Trust adds 25 % of this sum to the group’s savings: Rs. 1500.
· Once this minimal sum of Rs.7500 has been gathered, the group is free to lend itself all or part of the savings to face emergencies (hospitalization, education, funerals…) or to start or develop a lucrative business.
· The reason for the loan as well as its attribution and amount are decided by the members of the group. The choice might eventually be left to chance.
· The refunding of the loans during the first year is organized as follows :
	Amount of the loan
	Monthly refunding
	Interest fees (1% a month)
	Monthly total
	Overall refunding

	1000
	100
	10
	110
	1100

	2000
	200
	20
	220
	2200

	3000
	300
	30
	330
	3300

	4000
	400
	40
	440
	4400

	5000
	500
	50
	550
	5500

	6000
	600
	60
	660
	6600

	7000
	700
	70
	770
	7700


· The collected interest fees are used:

· To complete the group’s savings.

· To compensate for the possible failure of a member, or in case of a death among the members of the group.
For the first year of the program, our main goal will be to persuade the members of the SHGs to use their loan for useful purposes, such as starting a small activity or developing an existing business.
Sponsorships – Family and social follow-up

On the 12th of February, Elumalai died in the taxi that was driving him back to his village, 150km south of Chennai. He had been seriously ill for four years. According to his will, his three children were to be looked after and he was to be buried in his ancestor’s ground.
His wife has been able to fulfill the funerary rituals without having recourse to an usurer : as a sponsored woman, she has learnt with us to manage her budget. But she has not been able to avoid another particularly cruel tradition: the 16th day after her husband’s death, she has had to give away her jewels, including her thali, a necklace which is the equivalent of the christian wedding ring. She has also had to separate from her saris and glass bracelets, which were torn and broken in public. From now, she will only be allowed to wear one single bracelet and plain cotton saris, which for an Indian women is very harsh. For the 30 days that follow the ceremony (which, of course, she pays for), she will have to live in her family’s home. And she will have to stay away from any celebration or wedding party for the rest of her life. In other words, she becomes completely excluded from her community. It also might happen that a widow becomes rejected by her family-in-law, who considers her responsible for her husband’s death. Sometimes the woman even has to leave her own family. 
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Although there are 72 sponsored families today, other widows or abandoned women are still waiting for help for them and their children. It is the case for Anbu Malar, who was abandoned 10 years ago with her three children: two daughters of 20 and 16 years (the former is handicapped), Usha and Sudha, and a 13-year-old boy, Venkatesh. In order to survive, Anbu Malar works as a cleaning lady for Rs. 600 a month. So does Sudha. As for Venkatesh, who would be happy to go back to school, the boy works 12 hours a day and 6 days a week in a garage for Rs. 200 a month, which represents €4! 
Shakuntala, who lives on the streets with her 9-year-old boy Balan, is in the same situation. She sells flowers to earn enough money to survive and to pay for her son’s school fees: Balan is currently a pupil in 4th standard. 
We continue Maria Andrade’s publication about the slum of Gandhi Nagar.
Household characteristics
Demographic figures
By age: According to the table below, 46% of the overall population in Gandhi Nagari is less than 18 years old. The average age is 22 years old, 35 for the adults and 9 for the children.

The number of people who are old enough to work totals up to 288, which is almost one half of the overall population.

Gandhi Nagar benefits from a quite young population, which in terms of working potential can be an advantage for the  development of the slum.
Table 3.- Population by age
	Overall population(533)

	100.0%

	Children(245)
	Adults (288)

	46.0%
	54.0%

	< 5 years old (83)
	6-12 years old (95)
	13-18 years old (67)
	19-30 years old (141)
	31-50 years old (119)
	>51 years old (28)

	15.6%
	17.8%
	12.6%
	26.5%
	22.3%
	5.3%


By sex: There are more men than women in the slum, the proportions being respectively 52% and 48%, which is representative for the national statistics. Although on a worldwide level the proportions of male and female people are the same, India is the only country where the male population is larger than the female one. This can be explained by the fact that the families tended to get rid of female newborns, a practice that has been forbidden by the government but has not yet totally disappeared: echographies in order to foresee the baby’s sex are now forbidden, too. 
Though such practices remain among the cruellest ones in India, they are easier to understand when one knows that, in India, a married woman has to leave her family to live with her husband, and that her family has to pay for her dowry and for the various rituals that preceed the wedding. This custom leads the bride’s parents to contract enormous debts, which they are often unable to reimburse later. 

Moreover, the boys are the ones in charge of looking after their parents, not the girls. As a consequence, the girls are often perceived as deadweight. Fortunately, there is an evolution in the mentalities, and the poorest ones are now taking the importance into consideration: the girl’s diplomas are now a part of the dowry… 
Family structure
Monoparental families : In Gandhi Nagar, 1 family out of 10 is monoparental. Among them, 73% are widowed women (the percentage of widowed men is far less important), and 27% are abandoned women. Although they represent a very little part of these isolated women, there are prostitute mothers and young single mothers who were raped when they were younger.

We must remind you that in the Indian society, a wife is always considered as belonging to a man, either her father before her wedding, or her husband. Although things haved changed in big cities, many villages still follow numerous traditions : a widow is not allowed to wear jewels and flowers, nor to remarry,  thus condemned to a marginalized life. Moreover, most of the women are illiterate or don’t have any professional training. That’s why they are not able to do jobs remunarated enough to support the education of their children alone. Above all, widows have to assume the costs of their husband’s funeral, for which they sometimes get into debt for their whole life.

Households size : The average size of the households in Gandhi Nagar is 5,33 members: 2,88 adults and 2,45 children. In one third of them lives an elderly person. 
Geographic origin

An important migratory wave : Our enquiry and other information we get from the inhabitants showed us  an important period of migration in the 80’s and in the 90’s. The number of houses went up from 18 to 936 between 1974 and 1991, and from 936 to 2000 between 1991 and 1997. During the last few years, this migratory wave was lessening. The percentage of families who have been living in the slum for less than 5 years is 11% whereas those who arrived more than 18 years ago represent more than 50%. A density of population of 175000 inhabitants per km² doesn’t really leave space for new family ! The current tendency, which we can especially observe in SM Nagar area, is to build storeys…

The average time spent in the slum is 18 years. Among the oldest families, who arrived 3 generations ago, 15% at least had children in Gandhi Nagar.  

Table 4.- Time spent in Gandhi Nagar
	Total of the families (100)

	100.0%

	From Tamil Nadu (98)
	From other states (2)

	98.0%
	2.0%

	1-5 years old (6)
	6-10 years old (12)
	11-17 years old (14)
	18-25 years old (26)
	More than 25 years old (13)
	11-17 years old (1)
	>25 years old (1)

	11.0%
	18.0%
	19.0%
	33.0%
	17.0%
	1.0%
	1.0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Born in GN (4)
	Born in GN (11)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	4.0%
	11.0%
	
	
	
	


A population with rural origins : Most of the inhabitants of Gandhi Nagar come from villages of Tamil Nadu, although some come from Kerala and Andra Pradesh. People in the villages are rallied in casts ; for example, the Dalits all live together in a colony, far from the city and the high casts, which is called ceri. Rallying by cast often means rallying by familiy link, by economic activity, by language and by geographical origin. 

The Gandhi Nagar population reproduced in the slum the social organization of the villages. The new-comers settle near the people of their community, who come from the same village, and sometimes do the same kind of activity, often belong to the same family, and thus to the same cast. That’s why, although they are rather mixed together, we can find in the slum groups of people from the low casts and Dalits.

This political divison enables the new-comers to find their reference points and become integrated in their new life more easily. As Guy DELEURY says in Le Modèle Hindou (The Hindu Model) : « But the most important difference between a Western slum and an Indian slum stands in the internal organization that structures it (…) It is the system of Jâtis (or lower-casts) which humanizes a situation which would have soon become dramatic without it. (…) The new-comers belong to the same Jâti than those who already live in such and such slums ; as soon as they arrive, they can be confident in this solidarity of cast which gives warmth and quality to life. »

Although the association manages to cover part of its financial needs on its own, SPEED Trust will not be able to keep on helping the slum inhabitants without you. There are various ways to bring your help to the people of the Gandhinagar, Sathya Nagar, Nochikkuppam and S.M. Nagar slums: 
- By sending a check to our partner association: FEMIC, rue Rascas, 84 000 AVIGNON, femicassoc@yahoo.fr, (please write ‘SPEED’ at the back of the check),

- By ordering products from the Baladarshan Fair Trade & Exports company, which provides support to the professional tuition programs; www.speed-inde.fr.st  (orders in small quantities available)

- By sponsoring a family among the poorest ones, in general a widow or an abandoned mother and her children, through our partner association Parrainages, PiaudVeronique@aol.com
- And for the ones who could visit us, witnessing what you saw is most important for the people you met in Gandhinagar.
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